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Foreword
A first of its kind, the Anaesthesia and Critical Care Symposium, 1990, co-
sponsored by the Departments of Anesthesia, Yale-New Haven Hospital and the
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, took place in scenic Killarney, County Kerry,
Ireland, September 15 to 19, 1990. Thisjoint venture was conceived during a chance
(and fortuitous) meeting between Anthony J. Cunningham, Professor of Anaesthe-
sia, R.C.S.I., and Sorin J. Brull, Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology at Yale
University School of Medicine, during the International Anesthesia Research Soci-
ety Meeting in Orlando, Florida, in March 1989.
A comprehensive scientific program, including refresher course lectures, work-
shops, free paper sessions, and special scientific events, was planned. The Yale and
Irish faculty were complemented by invited speakers from Canada, the United
Kingdom, Sweden, France, Switzerland, and Israel. In addition, the International
Society of Pain Clinicians held their Annual Scientific Meeting in association with
the Symposium.
Plenary sessions included: Anesthesia and the Cardiovascular System, Periopera-
tive Respiratory Care and Post-Operative Analgesia, Monitoring in Anesthesia and
Critical Care Medicine, and Current Controversies in Critical Care Medicine.
Special workshops included: Spinal Route ofPain Relief, Pain Clinic, Neuromuscu-
lar Function, Malignant Hyperpyrexia, Fiberoptic Management ofDifficult Airways,
Quality Assurance, Uses of the Laryngeal Mask, Transesophageal Echocardiog-
raphy, and Critical Care Medicine. In addition, invited lectures of special interest
included such diverse and up-to-date topics as Total Intravenous Anesthesia,
Management of the Neurosurgical Patient, Management of Patients with Terminal
Malignancies, Fluid Management in Anesthesia and Critical Care Medicine, and
Cardiovascular Support in Septic and Cardiogenic Shock.
A total of 16 free papers from seven different nations were presented in two
sessions, and 180 registrants in all, drawn from 13 nations, attended this unique
scientific gathering.
Richard A. Moore, United States Ambassador to Ireland, in his introduction to
the Symposium commented, "It is a pleasure to send this message of welcome, not
only as the American Ambassador to Ireland, but as a fellow Yale graduate and
long-time admirer of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. I also greet you on
behalfofanother Yale graduate, the President ofthe United States."
William P. Hederman, President of R.C.S.I., and Noel Tracey, Secretary ofState,
Irish Department ofHealth, welcomed the registrants to Ireland.
Dr. Nicholas M. Greene, Emeritus Professor of Anesthesiology, Yale University
School of Medicine, delivered a keynote address entitled "Anesthesia in the Third
World" at the conclusion ofthe Symposium.
The scientific program was complemented by a full and varied social program,
293
Copyright © 1991 by The Yale Journal ofBiology and Medicine, Inc.
All rights ofreproduction in any form reserved.294 BRULL AND CUNNINGHAM
including traditional Irish dancing and music, scenic tours, and renowned Irish
hospitality.
It is our hope that this special issue of The YaleJoumalofBiologyandMedicinewill
reflect the academic quality of the Symposium and will recall for the participants
some of the charm and beauty they encountered in Ireland. In addition, it is hoped
that this special issue will represent a token of gratitude for all of those who
participated andworked so hard tobringthis first Symposium to fruition. The quality
and timeliness ofthe topics covered, we hope, will provide the inspiration and desire
to organize a second Symposium.
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